
RESOLUTION NO. 2006-997 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CALABASAS, CALIFORNIA, SUPPORTING THE SOLID 
WASTE CONVERSION TECHNOLOGY AND REQUESTING 
A FACILITY AT THE CALABASAS LANDFILL 

 
WHEREAS, the 2003-2004 California Waste Composition Study indicates 

that approximately 40 million tons of waste is landfilled in California; and 
 
WHEREAS, Zero Waste is a primary goal of the California Integrated Waste 

Management Board’s strategic plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 2770 required the California Integrated Waste 

Management Board (CIWMB) to research and evaluate new and emerging non-
combustion thermal, chemical, and biological technologies and to submit a report to 
the Legislature; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Conversion Technology Report submitted to the Legislature 

supported the following major findings:  
    
1. Conversion technologies are distinct from landfills and incineration, and 

can result in substantial environmental benefits for California, including 
the production of renewable energy, reduced dependency on fossil fuels, 
and reduction of greenhouse gases.  

2. Conversion technologies can enhance landfill diversion efforts and can be 
complementary to the existing recycling infrastructure.  The conversion 
technology facilities complement the local infrastructure and that they 
maintain or enhance the environmental benefits and economic 
sustainability of the Integrated Waste Management System.  

3. Conversion technologies would be expected to meet federal, state, and 
local air emissions requirements.  Local air districts in California are best 
equipped to review and condition conversion technology facilities.  

 
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 1090 reprioritizes California's waste management 

hierarchy to include conversion technologies and properly define these technologies 
based on sound science and their environmental impacts and benefits in relation to 
other solid waste management options.   

 
WHEREAS, there are multiple benefits to the Conversion Technologies such 

as:  
1. Waste materials are reduced in volume by up to 90%, significantly 

reducing the need for landfill space. In some cases the residual ash can 
be used in construction products such as concrete or brick production.  
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2. Synthetic gas or methane produced by these processes is used to 
generate electricity.  

3. Co-locating these facilities with a comprehensive recycling and materials 
recovery operation assures that most inorganic materials and other 
recoverable items are removed for recycling or reuse prior to conversion 
processing. Advanced removal of inorganic items also reduces ash and 
other waste by-products requiring landfilling.  

4. Significant reduction in physical space requirements compared to landfills.  
 
WHEREAS, the Environmental Commission received testimony from the Los 

Angeles County engineering staff on the solid waste conversion technology during 
the public meeting of December 6, 2005 and made a recommendation to the City 
Council for approval of this resolution. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:  
 

 1.  With landfill space at a premium, and disposal rates estimated to increase, 
Los Angeles County must invest in landfill alternatives, such as conversion 
technologies, that inhibit disposal rates, generate jobs, and utilize abundant 
biomass and organic waste material in an environmentally beneficial manner. 
 
 2. Waste recycling must be extended to establish a statewide recycling goal 
and local planning requirements, develop an extensive recycling and composting 
infrastructure, increase removal of hazardous materials from the waste stream, 
establish advanced disposal fees and other manufacturer responsibility measures in 
conserving natural resources and reducing our dependence on landfills. 
 
 3. In supporting efforts by the Alternative Technology Advisory 
Subcommittee, the Calabasas City Council strongly requests that a construction of 
conversion technology facility at the Calabasas Landfill be considered for any future 
planning of facilities within Los Angeles County. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____ day of ______ 2006. 

       
       __________________________ 
       Barry Groveman, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________ 
Gwen Peirce, Assistant City Clerk 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
       __________________________ 
       Michael Colantuono, City Attorney 


