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CA high court OKs Manhattan Beach
plastic bag ban
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SAN FRANCISCO -- The California Supreme Court says Manhattan Beach can ban retailers
from using plastic bags without going through a lengthy environmental study on the
increased use of paper bags.

The unanimous court said Thursday that "substantial evidence and common sense" show
that the ban wouldn't harm the environment. The ruling overturns an appellate court
decision.

An industry group calling itself the Save the Bag Coalition filed a lawsuit to overturn the
ban enacted in July 2008. The coalition argued that paper bags have a greater negative
effect on the environment than plastic bags and demanded an in-depth environmental
study be done before the ban went into effect.

Justice Carol Corrigan, writing for the court, rejected that argument and concluded there
would be no environmental harm caused by the ban.
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