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legislation which encourages producers to take greater responsibility for their products.  
However, AB 1173 would only place responsibility for the proper management of RFLs 
on manufacturers or distributors that receive a subsidy from the Public Goods Charge 
efficiency program, instead of requiring all RFL manufacturers to be accountable for 
their products.  This could result in a lack of convenient recycling options for residents, 
since the most convenient recycling locations may not be required to provide RFL 
recycling services.     
 
Additionally, AB 1173 allows for a manufacturer to choose to opt out of the RFL 
recycling requirements.  This would mean that manufacturers could increase the price 
of their product in order to recuperate losses resulting from not receiving the subsidies.  
Furthermore, a manufacturer would no longer have the incentive to continue their 
respective recycling programs should these subsidies be terminated pending a 
statewide ban on the sale of incandescent bulbs in 2012.  As a result, AB 1173 provides 
no assurance to local governments, who are currently burdened with end-of-life 
management of RFLs, that a manufacturer recycling program will be implemented and 
sustained.   
 
Providing a means of true Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) requires that all 
manufacturers take responsibility for the end-of-life management of their product.  As 
such, the Task Force asks that AB 1173 be amended to require all manufacturers 
selling RFLs in the state contribute to the end-of-life management of RFLs.  This EPR 
model would ensure a fair and level playing field for all manufacturers and ease the 
burden of end-of-life management for RFLs on local governments.  Instituting a true 
EPR model in this case will also lay the foundation for future EPR legislation by 
establishing a sustainable, holistic solution that can be referenced for years to come.  
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