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I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:37 a.m. 
 
II. WELCOME 

 
Alternative Technology Advisory Subcommittee members introduced themselves.  
Mr. Carlos Ruiz thanked all members for their willingness to participate in the 
Alternative Technology Advisory Subcommittee and Mr. Mike Mohajer for his 
efforts in forming the subcommittee and for his past role in developing the Task 
Force’s and County of Los Angeles’ policies with regard to alternative 
technologies.  He indicated that the Task Force AB 939 recommendations 
adopted in May 1999 included promoting and providing incentives for the 
development of alternative technologies.  In July 1999 the County of Los Angeles 
Board of Supervisors unanimously adopted these recommendations. 
 
Mr. Ruiz expressed his sincere hope that the Subcommittee’s work will serve as 
a catalyst for the development of conversion technologies through the 
identification of viable technologies, promotion of these technologies, potential 
development of a pilot facility, and through efforts to bring about changes in State 
law.  Mr. Ruiz also added that the creation of the Subcommittee is based upon 
condition 24.c of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the Puente Hills landfill 
(see attached document), which requires the County Sanitation Districts to 
provide up to $100,000 per year over the next 10 years towards the cost of 
conducting studies of alternative technologies as well as promoting and 
implementing these technologies.  Mr. Ruiz announced that Mr. Paul Alva has 
been designated by the Director of Public Works to represent Public Works and 
Chair the Subcommittee. 

 
III. SUBCOMMITTEE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Mr. Alva provided the Subcommittee members with informational packets which 
provide a history of the Task Force’s involvement with conversion technologies.  
The packet included Task Force letters, reports from the Waste Board and other 
jurisdictions, and other materials related to the promotion and development of 
conversion technologies. 

 
Mr. Alva provided an overall summary of the subcommittee’s roles and 
responsibilities.  Mr. Alva stated the overall role of this subcommittee is to advise 
the Los Angeles County Integrated Waste Management Task Force on how to 
promote the development of conversion technology as well as to advise the 
County of Los Angeles in the preparation of studies regarding conversion 
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technologies as specified in the Puente Hills CUP.  He also noted that members 
can discuss and expand that role with approval of the Task Force. 
 
Mr. Alva stated a specific task for the Subcommittee is to develop a scope of 
work for a consultant to evaluate conversion technologies best suited for the 
Southern California area, as required in the Puente Hills CUP. He added that the 
CUP requires the County Sanitation Districts to give the County of Los Angeles 
up to $100,000 per year for 10 years for studying, promoting and implementing 
conversion technologies.  Mr. Mohajer pointed out that, according to the CUP, 
the study must be completed by November 2004.  He also asked Public Works to 
verify with the County Counsel if the work of the subcommittee is subject to the 
Brown Act.  This Subcommittee will be involved in selection of the contractor and 
will review and implement the recommendations of the study.  The Subcommittee 
is also responsible for developing strategies to promote conversion technologies 
outside of the scope of work/study. 

 
IV. SCOPE OF WORK 
 

Mr. Paul Alva began a discussion regarding the scope of work for the proposed 
study.  The discussion involved the following issues:   
 

• Identifying the best suited technologies for development in Southern 
California 

• Surveying other agencies that have conducted similar studies to examine 
their findings 

• Evaluating promising technologies  
• Investigating the regulatory landscape 
• Identifying potential obstacles  

 
Mr. Michael Theroux suggested that the Subcommittee consider developing a 
complex of specific technologies suited for different feedstock in one location, 
rather than limiting consideration to just one specific technology.  He also added 
that he has potential access to external funds that would allow the Subcommittee 
to further promote conversion technology projects.
 
Mr. Fernando Berton stressed the importance of finding technologies with co-
products, and also suggested considering co-location, using existing solid waste 
facilities and the existing transportation infrastructure. He also suggested there is 
a natural synergy between biofuels and conversion technology when considering 
co-location.
 
Several studies regarding alternative technologies have been conducted 
recently, including studies by Santa Barbara County, the City of Los Angeles, 
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and the California Integrated Waste Management Board. Rather than repeat 
work that has already been done, the Task Force’s study should review existing 
studies and identify technology for implementation of a pilot facility.  After an 
extensive discussion, the Subcommittee reached consensus to survey existing 
studies before developing the scope of work, and to have the contractor also 
review available reports and literature.  The subcommittee determined that its 
first task is to identify a single alternative technology best suited for Southern 
California by November 1, 2004.  Copies of sample scopes of work from Santa 
Barbara County and the City of Los Angeles will be obtained as samples to help 
the Subcommittee develop its own scope of work to be given to the consultant.   
 
Mr. Jeff Yann also stressed the importance of understanding the context of the 
Puente Hills CUP in the fact that it incentivizes developing remote landfills.  He 
added that we will losing capacity in 2008 if the remote landfills are not 
developed, so it does set a timeline for the work we are doing. 
  
Mr. Alva also requested samples of scopes of work from the Subcommittee 
members in order to have material ready for the next meeting date.  The 
members will share this information and continue to communicate via e-mail.  It 
was requested that the e-mail communications have the same heading and all 
Subcommittee members be copied. 

 
V. OPEN DISCUSSION/PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

The Subcommittee discussed future meeting dates/times.  It was agreed that 
meetings will be scheduled for every third Thursday of the month in addition 
possibly discussing items via e-mail in order to accommodate busy schedules.  A 
concern about Brown Act compliance was raised, and a suggestion was made to 
use an online forum/webpage so that discussion between meetings is available 
to the public.  The time for future meetings will be determined according to the 
schedules of other Subcommittee meetings and conference room availability.  
Members will be notified as soon as they are scheduled. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
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