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Supervisors OK use of recycied water

By JAMES RUFUS KOREN
Valley Press Staff Wnter

'LOS ANGELES — Back in
2003, 4th District .Supervisor
Don Knabe predicted that water
.would become a ‘bigger issué than
power” if the. county didn’t start to
look at ways of usmg less potable
water. :

One way is to use recycled wa-
ter, and a new agency will try to
spread that method throughout
_the county.”

_ At its Feb. 20 meetmg, the
"Los Angeles County -Board of

* Supervisors
unanimously
approved -
several mea-
sures meant
to encourage
the use and
development of -
recycled water, .
including - the
creation of an '
office of water
fecycling, ' . N

The office’s goal wﬂl be ‘to
double the county’s. use-of recycled

‘water by 2030, whieh ‘would save
enough potable water to meet
the needs of another 1.3 million
- people, according to a statement
. from Knabe’s office. '
Creating the office, which wﬂl
be part of the Depa.rtment of Pub-
lic Works and will have a budget

of $400,000 for its first; year, was’

one of many suggestions put- forth
by the report of a county recycled
water task force,

‘Norm Hickling, an aide to 5th
District Supervisor Michael D.
Antenovich, said Knabe has been

,a leader on water’ recyclmg at
' the county level, but-poted that
Antonovich has been workmg to
increase water
Anfelope Valle
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lope Valley watér’t ‘
mzedbyAnton‘.vnch L

Hickling said, has been ‘the drive

to create an: Ihtegrated Regional

Water Management plan,-for the

’ ’possrble ‘ ' ' '
- Recycled water is not potable — that is, 1t cannot
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an office,” he said. “Tlus plan
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is underway. :
“Knabg’s statemen descnb the b1g prcture _
- “With an estimated 12 million people living in Los
Angels €
‘increasé the use and longévity of our local water sup-
ply;” Knabesaid iixthe: staten - :
“By adopting the recomme
recycling: task force, we are’

g to.meet- the

water demands of. the fature w1th better infrastruc- "

ture and increased collaboration among water agen-
cies, businesses, the pubhc and mumclpal igenci
throughout the reglon‘ g ;

Among the report’s: other pohcy recommendatlons -

were for the county to develop a recycled wate
,ter plan by June 2008; appomt the dire

- for irrigation and other P
id-" - office -of water recychi
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“recycled water.
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1CY - tem so water from those treatment: -plants co
¢ - be distributed throughout the Antelope’ Yalley?

-ounty:by" 2020, serr_(_)ns steps-are neededito- -

TR

of otr’ water .

. rnrlhon by the report ﬁ'om the ¢

serves Lancaster to expand its hst
- 'users

be used for drinking or bathing'— but can be used
of the county

H1ckl1ng also sald_ ere 2

used for all ag'mcultural and irrigation purposes. The

Uplants currently- produce secondary treated. water,

which can only be used. for:some agncultural pur-
poses, such as irrigating tree farms. o
" “That would mean it éould’be used for golf oi
medians; lawns,” Hicking said: - 5
“We’re starting.planining burldmg a-backl

The'. backbone would connect to treatment lauts

ter task force, .
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